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Inland Tenders and the U.S. Marine 
Transportation System

1

Annual Economic Value2

U.S. MTS by the Numbers1

The inland tenders play a key role in the Coast Guardôs support of the U.S. 

Marine Transportation System (MTS). 

Sources: 

1) United States 

Coast Guard 

Maritime Commerce 

Strategic Outlook, 

October 2018

2) ñ2018 National 

Economic Impact of 

the U.S. Coastal 

Port System,ò 

Martin Associates, 

March 2019



Current State of the Inland Tender Fleet

Å35 cutters in nine subclasses perform the inland aids to 

navigation (ATON) mission

ÅThe average age of the fleet is more than 55 years

Å Inland construction tenders (WLIC) built in 1944 (1), 1962 (8), 1976 (4)

Å River buoy tenders (WLR) built in 1960 (6), 1964 (10), 1990 (2)

Å Inland buoy tenders (WLI) built in 1945 (1), 1954 (2), 1963 (1)

Å Issues:

Å Rapidly increasing maintenance costs

Å Decreased operational availability 

Å Habitability concerns
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Primary Mission: ATON

ñThe Coast Guard shallðé

(4) develop, establish, maintain, and operate, with due 

regard to the requirements of national defense, aids to 

maritime navigation, icebreaking facilities, and rescue 

facilities for the promotion of safety on, under, and over 

the high seas and waters subject to the jurisdiction of the 

United Statesò

ï14 U.S. Code § 102 

Coast Guard

Primary Duties 



Distinct ATON Mission Sets
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Inland Construction Tending

River Buoy Tending

Inland Buoy Tending



Secondary Missions
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Inland tenders also provide a federal presence on the inland 

waterways for the following missions:

ÅPorts, waterways, and coastal security

ÅSearch and rescue

ÅMarine environmental protection

ÅMarine safety 



Current WLR Distribution

WCC Program Update | Ms. Aileen Sedmak, BOSN2 Tyler Young | International WorkBoat Show | Dec. 4, 2019
6



WCC Program Update | Ms. Aileen Sedmak, BOSN2 Tyler Young | International WorkBoatShow | Dec. 4, 2019
7

Current WLIC Distribution
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Current WLI Distribution
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Operationally Critical Characteristics 

Criterion River Buoy Tender
Inland Construction 

Tender
Inland Buoy Tender

Access

Length (maximum)

Threshold: 180 ft.

Objective:170 ft.

Threshold: 160 ft.

Objective:150 ft.

Threshold: 120 ft.

Objective: 100 ft.

Draft (end-of-

service-life, full load)

Threshold: Ò 5 ft. 6 in. 

Objective: Ò 5 ft. 

Maneuverability

Ability to approach, establish, discontinue, and maintain floating ATON 

and fixed ATON structures that are located in 4 ft. of water up to 20 ft. 

from ñgoodò water (Ó 5 ft. depth) without touching the riverbed or 

seafloor.

Speed Open Water ïThreshold: 11 knots, Objective: 13 knots 

Endurance
Threshold: 11 days 

Objective: 15 days

Threshold: 7 days 

Objective: 10 days

Mission Execution

Up to USCG 4NR 

buoy (deck cargo 

capacity275,000 lbs.)

Up to 60 ft. pile (deck 

cargo capacity 100,000 

lbs.)

Up to USCG 1992-

type 6x20 LR buoy 

(deck cargo capacity 

30,600 lbs.)


